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FOREWOCRD

I am pleased to have been asked to contribute a
foreword to this history of Priory Boys' School. It is
something I had hoped to undertake rmyself, until it became
¢lear thal other demands on my time would make it impossible.
In the event, because of the way in which Maurice Sheen has
accomplished the task, this has proved a gain rather than
a loss.

As Head Boy, an off'ice which he has fulfilled with
distinetion, it is fitting that Maurice should have the last
word, heving himself exemplified all the gualities which the
school hag sought to develop in its pupils. Perhaps too
because he is a Carisbrooke boy and the same age ag the
school, Maurice has in some uncanny way been most successful
in capturing the spirit of Priory Boys, both in what he has
written and in she lively way in which he has written it,
One could be forgiven for almost believing that he must have
been with us throughout those 17 yaarat

Viewing the school over a perind during which
cxaminstions and academic qualifications have steadily
assumed greater importance, it must have been tempting to
dwell on its successes in this field - and these have been
congidersble, both in number and extent, In focussing instead
on the life of the school, its activities snd the opportunities
offered for personal achievement in some direction or other,
Maurice has highlighted what I personally have always valued.
most,

It is in the excellence of the reiationshipns between
teacher and pupil that +the strength of the school has lain,
Almost all o the many e¢ducational developments pioneered
at Priory Boys were initiated because the teachers were
sengltive 4o the particular needsg of pupils if they were to
become whole persons and live full lives - and set about doing
sanething about it, Sometimes it was the pupils themselves
vho started thinpgs moving by seeking the teachers! help,
knowing that this would always be Porthcoming. ,

For me it has been & privilege %o be the Headmaster
of the Priory Boys' School throughout its comparatively
short life and to hsve enjoyed such & measure of support from
Staff, pupils, parents, Governors, the Ejucation Committees
and its principal officers, Mr, A.L.Hutchinson,M.A., and
Mr. H.%,Barrett,B,A,. Inevitably the school's passing is
tinged with sadness, which I know they too will feel, At
the same time, I believe that we may all take pride in what
the school has enabled the 2,000 or more pupils who heve
passed through it to achieve and in the notable contribution
it has made to the development of Island education generally,
¥hile this development continues, the spirit of Priory Boys
will surely live on,




CHAPTER T

AND I THE BEGIENING,...

Before 1644y the British system of Education was very
complicated to run and also very inadequate. An Bducstion
Bill was drawn up by R.A. Butler which was adopted by Parliament
and used as a basis on which to build a new, improved system
of Education.

The basic idea was to give each Education Authority
the responsibility of providing the reguired gchools in their
area, There were to be primary schools and secondary schools
available for all, according to their ability, instead of the
old system whereby only the brighter pupils were selected by
examination to attend Secondary Schools®, and the rest - the
majority, were pushed into crowded Y"Elementary Schoocls® catering
for pupils between 9 and 1L years of age. Thig system
obviously was not satisfactory as the pupils of Elementary
Schools hod to be deprived of recelving even a sgtandard education
owing to lack of facilities and money.

The Island was made into one Authority under this Aci
instead of the old Zorough Education Committees, thus allowing
the meagre regourcegs to be pooled.

The next stage was Lo draw up plans for the provision
of new Secondary Schools, The Isgland Edueaiion Committee
decided that its secondary schools should provide a certain area
with schocling.,

At Newport a large area of land was purchased behind
Carisbrooke Church and was to be used to build a combination

af secondary scheols to serve the Newport area, The first
important school was to be a2 Secondary Modern School to replsce
the overspilling Hlementary School a1 Barton, The srchitect

of this new school was to be Mr, ¥,H., Booth, A.R.I.B.A., L.H.T.P.I.
who was the County Architect,

Many difficulties had to be overcome; the clay soll
which has poor drainage qualities, the lie of the land and
access to the site. Most of these were, however, overcome
and building began on Phase One of the plan.




This Phase was the construction of a Kitchen
Dining Room Block which wag eventually to be shared with our
neighbours 2% Carisbrocke Grammar,

The X.D.R. block was completed in 1953 at a costi
of £49,583 and was used whilst the main schocl buillding was
under construction,.

Two members of staff, Mr, Milton and Mr. Stonham
were the permsnent teachers in the K., D.R. blocx, Classes
of boys were timetabled to come up from Barton School for
either a morning or an afternoon of lessons, taking Art with
Mr., Stonham for part of their time and then Rural Science
with Mr., Miiton, The two other dining rooms at the
Gunville end of the block were free to be used by two other
masters who were normelly baged at Barton. Everything
ran smoothly and can be recalled as Ythe happy days®.
There is, however, an exception to every rule, The masters
always knew when they were timetabled to bring a class up to
the school -~ the times were written on the old school timetable
in red ink,. The exception who forgot to bring his class up
was & certain young btescher who overlooked his task on tae
last ¥riday of the K.D.R. lessons, before the main school
wags opened. His name was Mr, Sewell - I wonder how many
times since that day he has told his boys to "pay attention™!

Phase 2 was a series of buildings which now make
up the main bulk of the school site, At the time of
construction the classrooms only went down the corridor as
far as Room 8 end this was where the school stopped. Phase
2 cost £107,034 and the fittings £10,000,.

The gchool included some luxurious fittings compared
with most other Island schools. The CGymnasium, light and
rocmy, wag o magierpisce, The Tloor was a proud possession
as it was made of a special and expensive Augtralian Hardwood
which has excellent non-slip cualitles, The rope and Titted
spparaius gave P,H, new horizons - Priory could boast that
classes full of disavpointed sportsmen waiting for the rain to
cease would never be aseen, No longer need P.E, tske its
traditional boring unexciting itrack, Mow a P.B, lesson
could be more like a real adventure, The Hall was another
proud monuwnent, I wonder how, Tor many years, people had
dreamt of a place like this, A place to hold plays and
meetings in - rather more like the county theatre than a
school Hall, Spotlights, curtains, a fully equipped stage
provided unlimited activities. Perhaps the most useful
classrooms were the Metalwork, Art and Woodwork rooms; each
fitted with machinery that industry would be proud of - lathes,
drills, a kiln, an arc - wonderful pisces of machinery which
no Island school had seen before,
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The Kiftchen - which was eventually to be shared with
our neighbours of Carisbrooxe CGrammar — Vg also qulte a
milestone in the school meals system,

Apart Trom these monuments in ITsland Education
the classrooms themselves were also ultra-modern, Bach
one had its ovm colour scheme - no longer were classrooms
to be drab, smell settings which are hardly fair to the
Staff as well az the pupils.

8o the Priory Secondary School for boys begsn -
from a dream to reality, a monument in a new era of Education,




CHAPTER II

THE CURTATN RISES

The brand new school was due to be opened on the
29th Septeiber, 1955, Of course there was a itremendous
emount of organising to be done before the 'curtain'! could
20 up.

At last however, the date was confirmed and last
minute adjustments were made, Several distinguished guests
honcured the school by their presence, Lord Kottisteounse,

a very distinguished architect, was the Guest of Honour,
accompenied by his wife, A special Prayer of Dedication
was written and read by the Rev, Dr, WMildon, the well-loved
Methodist minister at Newport who was 2lso a member of the
school's Board of Governors, who of course were also oresent,
Perhaps one of the guests had more right than anyone to bhe

preagent, She was the Chairman of the Bducation Commitiee
and was & "Florence Nightingale' figure at 211 the schools
which were under her control, Miss May O'Conmor, 0.,B.E.,

had worked for all her life in an endless task o try and
improve and make full use of education in the Island, She
tried to get to know all her children, Tinding maeny employment
and giving advice to all who needed i%, For her this new
school must have been the reality of many dresms and the fruit
of all her exhausting lsbours.

The Chairman of the Governors, Mr, G, Moody and the
Vice-Chairman, Miss L, Wickenden Smith, both gave speeches.
It is interesting and Titting to sece that Miss Wickenden Bmith,
now Chairmen of the Board of Governors, was nominated to present
a cup on behalf of the Governors. Since the firsi day of
the Priory Secondary Boys' School, she hag watched over it in
her kindly, understanding way and has always been eager to '
attend every cchool functicn.

Parents of boys were invited and 2pplications for
tickets were received from so many that unfortunately, owing
to lack of space in the school hall, many had to be disappointed,




The contingent of boys and the school Staff were

perhaps the most important people
wag they who had the biggest part
shaping a patiern and setting the
the future hundreds of boys would
the years.

Of course, the proudest
day must have been the Headmaster.
and alsoc with it went a huge respo
happened at this school could easi
Island Secondary Schools would be

present. LPter all it
to play in the school by
initial example which all
strive to maintain over

man on the platform that

This wag his school
nsibility. Yhatever
1y delermine what other
like in the future,




CHAPTER TIX

PROUD PRIOCRY

From the Tirst day the school was opened a high
gtandard was set, as the Headmaster proudly reworted to the
first Governors' lMeetlng,

"The 8chool was in fact opened orn Thursday, 10th
September, 1953, It is with plesgure and pride
that I rewort ithat following a morning spent in
sorting the boys into classes and making out
registers, classcs went straight on to normal
timeteble in the afternoon of the first day

That I can report this is, I feel, sn implied
tribute to the Staff, without whose keenness and
ready co-operation it would not have been possible,¥

The gtresming system made three stresms for esch
of the four year grouns, wgain the Headmaster said:

"Rightly or wrongly, I have tried %o aveid the normal
alphabetical nomenclature for the giresms by referring to
them asg Upper, iiddle, Progress., This will give me the
opportunity, when the School becomes L siream, to have Upper,
Kiddle, Lover and Progress, each with its own character,

The Upper Stream's work is cheracterised by a more academic
bias than the ouhuiu, thereby Ljpleme“tlng the Education
Cormmitiee's policy in respect of those pupils who would have
gone to the Secondary Grammar Scheols bub for the relatively
lew number of places available,

The course followed in the Upper Stream is planned to
enable suitable pupils to take the G.C.E., at the same time
glving a good general background without which further siudy

ag 1s required for the morc skilled apprenticeships, cannot
succesgfully be undertak

The Middle 8tream's work is design ed to give s good gensral
background within the limits of the lesser academic qblllules
of its members. Here the approach is uore practical snd
French, taken in the Upper Stream, is revlaced by more handwork,

The boys placed in the Progress Stream are those whom
it is thought, will benefit most from working in small classes
end receiving individual attention so that they will, in fact,
make more progress, something which has proved di lecﬁlt for
them in the past in large unsireasmed classes.
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It is alsgo interesiing to find in the same report
that "hth Year group studies™ had been planned, This
over the years has extended to almost all years and has
become part of the proud heritage of Priory Boys.

Thege group studies have long since developed into
Community Service periods during whnich boys are taken in
groups by @ member of Staff to do tasks which are very much
appreciated by the people helped. The work is sometimes
vigsiting hospitals, and cheering up patients who do not
usually have any visitors, or by helping 1ift the wheelchalrs
into a minibus so that the disabled can go for pleagure ridses,
Much work hss been done amongst pensioners around Newport,
Shopping is fetched for old folk, homes are tidied, a pair
of very ill pensioners had their home redecorated by boyes from
this school, and the raised garden at the Spastic Centre at
8%, Marys Hospitel was constructed by boys of the school a
few years back, Whatever the task our boys have always
been known Lo get on with it and to moke the best of 1t -
often without very much aprrecietion for their unselfish
HOrK.

Achicvements have always been plentiful, Since
1960 415 senior boys have taken the Cambridge G.C.E. exam-
ination during July, and & further number have taken the
November exam. In 1965 a newer, legs academic examination
was taken in the School. The Certificate of Secondary
Hducation hos given Priory puplls many Grade 1'a (eguivalent
to an '0' level pasg in G.C.BE.)} to the 314 Yboys who have
taken it since 19565, The achievements are not only limited
to the upper siream DOYS. Succass in the well cared for
Progress Streams is very offen seen.

Teaching has always been of a high standard - it
hss to be to maintain the high traditions set by the Staff
and boys . 4 new block, the Technical Block, was added
to the scheol in 1963,

The pupil teacher retio is better than the early
days of 1853, Then it was on average 1 teacher per 26 boys.
Now it is approximately 1 teacher per 20 boys, as therc are
25 teachers on the Staff and 500 boys on the role in 1970,

Tn 1968 ithe old streaming into U, %, L and P strecams

was ended with the new intake of lst years. They were
not so rigidly stresmed and were given new letters of R, 8, V,
with no meaning attached to the letters, The Progress

Stream which has proved so successful has been maintained.
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Change has alsoc hit the ¥ifth Year, Wo longer are they
1abelied 5¢ (G.C.E.) 5X (C.S8.E.) and 5K (non-exam pupilsg.
Now the C.S.E, has been recognised as an alternative to G.C.H,
and not of a lower standard. Classes are called 5F (for
boye mainly taking French or Technical Prawing) B5H (for those
taking History) and 5J with its initial completing the pattern,

Another new idea was born in 1968, This was to
give the four Illouses of Alvington, Barton, ledina and gt, Cross
a new prachtical role,

4 democretic system was organised, whereby a BFirst
year could have s say in certain changes affecting nhim, Year
representatives, for each House, would collect the ideas from
boys in thelr year, They would bring it %o & House meeting
which was chaired by the House Captain. The agrecd ideas
would be taken to a combined House tieeting of House Captains,
their Deputies, Senior House Masters and Nr. Milton.

bLny idea accepted by the Meeting would bhe passed on
to the Headmaster for his permission. "his system made
each schoolboy much more aware of what wag happening.

Besides this governing task the Houseés were to be
responsible for taking turns to organise school Assemblies.
Since then we have had many varied and effective Agsemblies.

Of coursge it is not all work and no play at Priory.
Bnjoyment has also been given to meny pecple over the years
in the form of conceris, plays and, ol course, Priory Pranks,

This Flame seems Lo have been 1it at Barton School
vefore the move into the Priory buildings as Mr., Martin
remembers being Musical Director of one particular concert
and how, when he held a rehearsal, found that one of the
dsncers had difficulty in keeping in time with the dance
routine,

Diplomatically trying not to disappcint the boy Mr,
Martin told the lad that he didr't think he should be in the
dance because he was a bit Tstiff  legged®, Back came a
protest letvter from a hurt mum sayving "My SON ..... will not
be taking part in the concert because you gaid that he was
stiff legged, = Perhaps you would be stiff legged if you had
fallen through our greenhouse.’ il

Nevertheless the show went on and with it anothesr
proud tradition,.
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4 magnificent production of the "Mikado™ was staged
once and ligted in the cast are a Tew well known names.

: A Tamous master played Ko-Ko (the Lord High
Executioner) - obviocusly kr. Saundcrs, and it is also comical
to see thet he had to sing a couple of solos -~ I bet if he
were to do it again there would be a gucue for tickets a
mile long: :

Mr, Hilton pleyed Pish~Tush and must have made

ar

history by being the Tirst ¥elsh speaking Japanese aristocrat,

Among the chorus of boys is one neme vwhich really
sings out, a young boy named Terry Perkins - later to become
the teenage heart-throb as Craig Douglas. I wonder if he
remembers that performance.

To name all the shows held here would £ill a book
in itsel?, to collect all the gurgling laughter which the
Hall has heard would Till millions of sacks, but one
particular seriss of shows must not go unmentioned, The
ultimate in annual school functions - Priory Pranks. I
cannot think of anything T have enjoyed morce than the
marvellous times we had on those two nighits in a year, whether
ag actor or as spectator, and I know many fecl the same way,
Tt wag a time when those white-collared, suited gentlemen we
knew as teachers shed their outer coat of discipline and
authority and scemed Lo become Yone of us®, To see Wr.
Boote and Mr., Binch romping around on the stage like skilled
comedians, or anyone of the members of Staff who took part
wag a schoolboy's delight, The boys themselves wrote and
acted many sketches, and on one December eévening a nervous
schoolboy beait group came on and were such a huge success that
they became 'Island idols' as the '"Projects?,

The War on Want group began when a young R.I. master
began his teaching career at the school, Mr, Viyer formed
the group with a bunch of fourth and fifth year boys. The
group was only small in 1967 but its impact and presence was
gquickly felt, ¥For years the schocl had always supported
verious charities, perhaps the best remembered is the Farm
School at Sarawal,




Bor three years tihe boys of the school raised the
sum of £72 anmually. Egch year \e aluaJS achieved more

money than wvas needed and the extra was used on other projects,

The money was raised in two main ways: by the efforts of
individual groups of boys or by the personal sacrifice of
pledged pocket money.

Sarawak is about 500 miles south-cast of Vietnam,
and. is part of the Island of Borneo. The plea for help
wag heard in the school by cne anonyvmousg boy after seeing
a film on the hunger in this very underdeveloped countr
Help poured in and the idea became very popular, We chose
to help the Sungei Pinang Secondary Boys' Schocl in Sarawak,
which, when comuleted would train boys in farming and lead
adalts towards better v111age stendards and improved farming
methods, veryone In the school became well informed
abeout the project. Interest was stimulated even more when
we were made pen-pals to a pupil at the schoel -~ perhaps he
wag the boy we had collected the money Tor,

The SChOQl became such a success that in 1966 the
Sarzwak Govermnent vook 1t over and gave aid to it. The
bOgs at Priory can be proud ithat their money, plus the monies
from other pecple, founded a school as valuable as this in
such a far awey couniry.,

The ¥War on ¥ant group filled the gap which the
Sarawak project had left. Money wag railsed in many ways
which the boys organised with many hours of hard work,
Perhaps the most asdventurous project was the first School
Road walk, I can rcmember the group organised it very
gpprechensively — it was new and it was explosive: the boys
could use the day allocated for it as an excuse to have a
day off,

- EBverything was planned and executed with ease. It
wags a tremendous success; 175 boye took part over the
18 mile course and £216 was raised. Since then the Road
Walk has bPCO£Q an annual event, In 1968 Mr, Wyer left to
take up tr ing for the Ministry and the group was ably
chaired bf . Gpote who had geen the varigus countries
which we enpporting ., This gave us new idesas,
especially g vory sticky one, We decided to make Coote's
Bpecial Orange Squash which we would sell at breakitimes
for a meagre 3d4.
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One Saturday afternoon we arrived at the School
laden with the necessary ingredients - oranges and sugar,
and begean the boring task of peeling, beiling and preparing
the sticky mixture and of stirring it,. The concoction
tagted wonderful ~ but we had run into & snag, Its colour
wag indescribable - like dishweter speckled vwith orange
peelings, The boys thought at £irst they were being
'conned' into buying the mixture and it became a terrible
job to convince them that it wag in fact Orange 3guashi

Another proud group working in the school is the
School Bank. This Bank, seems to be gafer than the
Bank of IZngland, because only 1/6d has been lost since its
beginning in 196k,

The clerks, cashiers and other bank staff were
Tormed from boys of the Lower and Progress streams who, under
the direction of Mr, Higgins, began to adiminister a small
branch of the Pogt Office Savings Bank within the School.
At Tirst cusitomers were slow To selize the opportunity of
saving at this bank, perhaps they had an idea that all the
hard earned cash they invested would be gsent off to Sarawak
or some other School charityi However, soon many boys
became interegied inm opening an account, probably encouraged
to do so by the eager bank staff, Yihen Mr, Higging left
the School lagt year to attend a course in Bducational
Counselling, Mr, Sewell took over as Branch Manager and
since the early days of the bank there has been over £4,000
gsaved by many satizfisd clients,

Perhaps the most predominant of all the voluntary
school organisations is the 3i. John Ambulance Cadet Division
which is manned by the boys as Cadets and N.C.0's.

hen Mr, Healing came to the school in 1957
the treatment of cuts and minor injuries was left for the
Staeff to deal with, which consumed a good deal of their
teaching time, This point was raiged at a Staff meeting
by Mr. House, the P.E, master of that time. ¥r, Healing
suggested stariting Pirst-41id courses for older boys, with
the help of Mr, Lansley, and the idea was backed by the
whole 3taff, Mr, Healing mentioned the idea to hig wife
who hsd run a 8t. John Division for several years. She
agreed to give Firgiy Aid lectures and suggested setting up
g Bchool Cadet Division.
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Recruits were very easy to come by and the first
members were 20 very eager schoolboys. After the group
hed teken their First Aid examination it was regisiered as @
proper St, dohn Ambulance Division in llay 1958, The smart,
distinetive wmiforim was obteined for every member and was
publicly worn on the Open Evening in July 1958, The
Division was praised by all who saw 1%, and its competent
demonstration of First Aid was admired by 2ll,

The same year, during the summer holidays, Cadetls
took turns in marning the Beach Hut at Shanklin, desling
with the meny holiday casualties. Since then the Hut
has been manned each year and Divisional Superintendent
Healing and parties of Cadets are slways ready to give
agsistance,

The Division's First Aid team began to take part
in competitions in 1959, but were not very successiul,
1960 however, gave the team & new lease of life and they
wori the coveted Kennedy Trophy. Since then the teams
have almost always won the trophy, giving them the distinction
of being the Ycrack® Division on the Island, When the
team goes to the mainland to play the Regional Round it
always seems to lose, One such round at Reading is always
remembered by all who witnessed it as a comical display of
Priory common sense, The scene was set: Three young
children lay in the road pretending to have collided on their
roller skates. A Pourth merrily kept rolling around the
casuslties, getting in the way of the nervous firgt 4id
team. without batting en eyelid, Rory Angus sait the boy
down and guietly took off his skates. Then he told him
in plain Enplish, "Sit dowm here, and one poep out of you
and I'11 belt youlii

This vear the Division is particularly proud of
its achievements. Tn their final year as Priory School
Division they have won gvery cup and trophy for TFirgt Ald
that ig availabkle on the Island.

Throuzhout the span of the Livislon, which is
usually accepted as the best Division on the Igland, the
Officers would Like %o thank Mr,. Flux, Hr, Sewcll and Nr,
Herbert-Gustar, who as Divisional President, Auditor and
Treasurer respectively, have always given tremendous help
and unlimited backing throughout the years,  Another
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valuable helper has been Mr., Petrie, who, by using his sgkill
of metalworking made a very expensive dream come true and

mich cheaper, This was when the ides of a Bell team was
formulated in 1960. Handbells were found itc be very

expensive items but we were able to purchase half finished
bells at & lower price and ir, Petrie volunteered to finish
them off. These bells have become a must when the
Division visits old folks homes snd hospitals and the skill
the team displays is adimired by all who hear the unusual
gsound.

Ssort has always been a huge chunk of schocl life
at Priory. Tremendous achievements have been gained
over the years as the sportsment of the school, since its
beginning, have taken part in almost every form of sport.

Yhere was this inextinguishable flame kindled?
The answer is found a few years before this school was
onened, After the war school children were crying out
for more sport as this necessary part of school 1ife had
been greatly neglecied. Barton School had, before the
war, always upheld great sporting traditions, and when the
members of Staff returned from the Services they were able
to re~introduce old games with a new, exciting lease of

life. It is no wonder that when this school cpened the
sporting activities were so varied, and the standard so
high, Gemes Masters, such as Mr. Milton, Mr, Mertin,

Mr. Lembert and several others watched and encouraged the
footballers, athletes and cricketers until they reached the
high competitive standerds. Fr, May-Hiller introduced
rugby shortly efter he joined the Starf in 1553, This

in itself was & landmerk, as ncver before in an Island
County Council School had rugby been played. Prom then
the School's Rugby teams have gone from strength to strength
and their presence in the Schoolboy League is still strongly
felt by all our rivals,

Cricket, howsver, is not as strong as it once was,
but this is probsbly due to the nesd for good playing
surfaces and ecuipment, which is very hard to provide.
Neverthelegs thore arc many ex-Priory boys in some of the
Island's cricket teams. Among the names which can be
recalled are Ivor Warlow and Kevin Pass,
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Boxing is not part of the activities any more,
but this has not been due toilack of success in this sport,
On the contrcfj, boxing was & tremendous success, reaching
its climax in 1963 when Edward Case became Schoolboy
Champion of Great Britain, with Nigel Manning as a Finalist,

Athletics, once limited %o running and jumping,
has now been exbtended intc & vast collection of events,
Javelin, Shoi, Discus, Hurdles and pole vault which give
each Sports Day a varied programme.

Perhaps the sport which the Scheocl excells most
in is Football, There have always been tremendous
achievements in this field, and we ususlly mansge to walk
away from & season with a cup or trophy. Many old boys
have becone prominent members of Island Football Clubs,
and the names are too many to niention,

The three School teams have had an excellent
season this year, The Juniors won thelr league and cup,
sc did the seniors, and the Intermediate team were semi-
finalists, This year the o0ld boys who were in the senior
team ten years ago, when we won the senior cup, are
returning to play our present senior champions, This
should be guite a matehi

Archery was begun by ¥r., Boote and became ver:
Ev ()

popular, Of course there are many other sports played
in the School; a few years ago there were 3 Judo champions in
the School. Fencing, Basket-ball, Badminton - you name

it, we play it.

The School was first to introduce the Personal
Survival tesis as part of School swimming awards, and the
famous"?pwdwy Glub” has been admired by many educaticnalisis,.
Throughout the years the school has always been able to win
contests but, even more commendable, be good sporismen when,
on those rare occagions, we lose one. The trophics show
the boys skill; +the boys! skill shows careful training by
Mr, Fentum and his Staff of expert coaches,
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PRIORY BOYS' POSITIONS [N THE ISLE §F WIGHT

J SCHOULBOY POOTBALL! ASSCCIATION 1EAGUE.
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E YEAR. JUNIOR TESM, ! INTERMEDILTE.$ SENIOR TEAM,
1957-58 3rd, Not entered, 8tTr.
4958-59 Sth, ond, 3rd.
1959-60 7th, Lth. 1st. i
1 960-64 61T, 3pd, Lithe “
1961 -62 Tthe 5th. 7the i
. 1962-63 ond, 3rd, 1ot entered. |
1963-6 L, 18t, Ivot eutered. |

196155 ond, it h, 2nd, {

. 1965-66 Srde 18t Sthe

15566’-6-7‘ Lt . Not entered, 15k,
1967-68 i Hot entered, 1st.
- 1968-69 7th . 5th. 5%, j
3
1969-70 15t 3rd, 18t f
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- Anpther sport is available to those “ho ars
nautically minded, Priory is onc of Isiand
schools to have its own 'fleet! of na Lbluul craft
Sailing and canoelng sere another part of the sporting
activities here, Mr, Hector, our resident sdmniral of
his fieet, hes been able to train boys into competent
sailors - able to sail safely =snd win races! Marine
work has become an zsccepted lesgson and an erternal
examination is avallaole for those who wish to enter
for 1it, The School's flieet consists of: 1 trawler
lifeboat, 1 G.P,AL dinghy, 1 ﬁﬁECPPEWSe dinghy, 3 Cadet
dlngnles, 6 Canvas double cances, 5 wooden cavoes, 1
Tibreglass canoe, 1 fibreglass dinghy, 1 partly completed
fibreglass cance and 1 13ft. £lat bottom boat under
construction.

+
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Host of these achievements have been recorded
in the School's owh Magazine - PRIORY LOOK - which was
very successfully run from July 196k to 1968 by editorial
Staff, reportars, artisits snd writers, made up completely
of boys and girls from Priory Girls and Priory Boys Schools.,

The team was under the expert guldance of ir,
Gustar who was always close at hend when advice was nceedsed,
buu who lL Tt l% tqa Jjobs to uhc boys themselvegt 1

!

g

{ The Megazine became ékufﬁmclj bowulﬁr -a
iollechion of CC‘S3 'o&cs end tales from pupd 13 to pupils
$ith a natural | higtory bias,

The profits from the Magazine went to various
charities, but, 2lag, the Magazine came 4o an end as Mr.
Gustar took on niore school duties,

Bo we see, throughout the 15 yesrs that the School
has been running, somethlng has almays been happening apart
from léessons, . A% the time of writing builders, excavators,
and lorries can be heard outside, preparing the School Ffor
its new task. there is never a dull moment at Priory.
Perhaps it 1s interesting to note that most of the

workcers on the site are old boys of -the School,. _
Perhops they volunteered for the job of pulling down parts
of 1% in revengei




CHAPTER IV

INTO THE FUTURE

We have already hed a brief lcok at the last
fifteen years, bubt what about the naxt fifteen?

On July 24th, 1970 Priory Secondary Boys' School
ceases Lo exist. The official files will be shut - and
perhaps Torgotien. Memories however are ncver forgotten
and so Priory Boys, and all the happy times everyone has
hed there will sbill live on, whether it is in the mind of
an old boy of 1953 or of a first year of 1970, Bach
pupil has persoral memories, which they will never forget -

the day that Mr. Richards, the rugby playing R.I.
teacher delighted us all by kicking a ball over

the “rees at the back of the school and experily
lending it into the library (via the windowi); or
when the curiain went up each ycar at Priory
Pranks, when Mr. Boote had us rolling in the aisles
with his wit, and his 'compenion in humour' Mr.
Binch; the day that Mr. Herbert accidentally threw
s chair through a window in Room 6 -

and hundreds of ecually hilarious occasions which could
£111 several volumes.

So, perhaps we should be sad at the thought of
"the end of the road”, but we nsed not be. On September
1hih we proudly join with our neighbours at Priory Girls
and Carigbrooke CGrammar and form Carisbrooke High School.
The new School will once azain be a new venture, just as
Priory wes in the 1050's - and so 1%t is fitting that thse
01ld School buildings will be used again in a larger
experiment involving not 110 but eventually 1,500 pupils.

Priory will never die - the nameé may g0 but
its proud past will live on as an cxemple to all who are
to follow,

"Phe real use of knowledge is this, that
we should dedicaite that reason which was given us by
God to the use and advantage of man”

Bacon,.
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ROLL OF HONOUR OF TIn .nri3 ERS OF ST IR AT

THE _PRIORY SECORDLRY Z;_QDL’RN _S0HOOL

My, H. 7 JFLUX Bede

Yo To. B OFRLID,Bols
E@r.D. T.HMARTIN,B. S0,
¥, WM ILTON,
ﬁroR.E.LAHBERT.
Mr,Re STANBROOK

Hr.d « W, AUDUS ,B.Sc,
U, P MAY-HILLER B, e
My, 0.T,.SAUNDERS,
Ured . BFIEGINS,

My K@ . F o SEVELL.
Mr.K.CLLREK.

MroF.E «STONEA.
Mr.B.H CHRSTAIRS.
MreW e Ju L, PEARCE,

U, R . Bl BEACKIICRE,
N, B. STANTON.
MryBed« LANSLEY,
Mrs e W4T,
Mre.B.RICH ARDS,

My Wi s HEALING,
Hr.JPETRIE.

Hre N, B BINCH ,4.T.De
Mr. M. BECTOR.

R AT CHTEOYN P A R
iRl TOT\T 9}:1 » a & 4% aI‘E .

FOR BOYS ',

Septa1936
Jam.t Lo

Baster 1947

Sept.195C
Septiel 953
Sept.1953.
1953,
19534
1953.
1953,
1953,
195k
Septel 955
1956
Sept.l 956,
Janel 957,
Jan.t 957,
Sept 1957,
May 1958
Sept.1958.
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ROLL OF HONCUR:(cont,)

M1, W JJIORGAN,

Mr,T.G.MITCH BLL

My, T.C.HEERBERT B, Sc,
MresoL.KoD. EEEBERT-GUSTLAR,
Mr,J.B.G.BOOTE.

¥y, G.BOUCEER,

Mrs,E.COOKE.

Tir.CuFa RANN,

My By JFENT o

Sept.1958,
Sent.1958,
Sapt.t1958,
nt.195%,
Sept.1960.
Septs«1960,
1967,
Sept.1961,
Sept.1967.

Jan, 1 9620

Mr, 7. H. TORERS, Jan,s1963.
Mr,C.H.POTTS, Sept.1966,
¥e,J.5E EPPLRD,. Septe1966.
¥, K.GWo ' YER, Sept«1966,
Mr,B DIBIRINSCP. Septa1967.
MMr,.P.J« COOTE, Septet 967
Mr,I.BARVO0D, Sent.1968.
Rav.D. NELARN, Sept %1 9608,
¥r,BeiaG.HILL, Sept.1969.
Mr .D.GROVES., Jan,1970.
Mrs, JGROVES, Bagteri 970.
These dates do nob
when & tGteacher began

neccssarily indicate

his corcer

in the teocching profession but the

aate he began teaching in the Island,




